

















the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™. Due to

the hard work and meticulous organization of the
folks on the Breeders Greeters Committee, these livestock
and their owners are able to smoothly navigate through
the expansive grounds of Reliant Park and off-site check-in
areas. Members of the Breeders Greeters Committee unload
livestock, direct exhibitors to the parking areas, provide
shuttle transportation for exhibitors to and from the parking
areas, staff the livestock staging areas, and, as needed,
work through the night to ensure the exhibitors and their
livestock are given the necessary attention.

Every year, thousands of livestock make their way to

The Breeders Greeters Committee originated in 1963, when
Bob Herrin was asked by then-Livestock Show Manager
John Kuykendahl to greet Show exhibitors as they arrived
at the Sam Houston Coliseum. Once he realized that the
request was going to be more than a one-person job, Herrin
recruited two friends, Tyson Smith and Tyson Smith Jr., to
join him. When the Show moved to the Astrodome complex
in 1966, the Exhibitors Reception Committee officially
became a committee, with Tyson Smith as its first chairman.
Under Chairman John R. Braniff, the committee doubled its
size to 100 members between 1978 and 1980. During that
time, the committeemen commonly were known as “those
guys greeting the breeders.” This moniker led the committee
officially to change its name to Breeders Greeters. In 2008,
there are 550 active members of the Breeders Greeters
Committee, and that number increases to more than 600
members when lifetime committeemen are included.
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By Kate Gunn

ore than 30 years ago, the Go Texan Contests
MCommittee held its first event, hay hauling, in
the parking lot of the Astrodome complex in
an effort to promote the Go Texan spirit. Over the years,
horseshoe pitching, washer pitching, dominoes, fiddling,
photography, whistling and team penning have come and
gone. Although most of the events occur before the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo begins, the Go Texan Contests
Committee also judges the beautiful handmade quilts that
line the lobby of Reliant Center during the Show’s run.
During the 2008 Show, team penning, washer pitching,
dominoes and horseshoe
pitching competitions were
held at the Great Southwest
Equestrian Center in Katy,
Texas.

With the inclusion of

lifetime committeemen,

the committee roster

exceeds 100 members. The

committee’s duties include

bringing all the equipment

for the events on the night before the contests, setting

up for the contests, updating all contest rules, and breaking
down the materials after the contests.

Participating Area Go Texan and Houston Metro Go Texan
subcommitees each select a team to compete. The committee
fosters competition among 60 area counties and 25 metro
subcommittees, and the public is welcome to attend the
contests.
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Hank Williams Jr. Named Music Icon

Past RODEOHOUSTON™ entertainer Hank Williams Jr. (1983,
‘92-93, ‘95-97, 99, 2001) will be honored Nov. 11 in Nashville,
Tenn., at the BMI awards ceremony as a music industry icon.

Known to some as Bocephus, Williams has had six platinum
albums and 20 that were certified as gold. The man who
wrote and performed the theme song for ABC’s Monday
Night Football has recorded hit songs including “Family
Tradition,” “Country Boy Can Survive” and “All My Rowdy
Friends (Have Settled Down).”

Williams, 59, joins past honorees Willie Nelson, Merle
Haggard, Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, James Brown, the Bee
Gees and Isaac Hayes.

National Cowboy Museum
Hall of Fame Inductees

Three cowboys with ties to
RODEOHOUSTON were inducted
into the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum Rodeo
Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City.

Don Gay competed at
RODEOHOUSTON several
times, winning the bull riding
championship in 1976 (co-

champion) and 1986. While still in
high school, Gay earned his Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association card, and went on to win seven world titles,
setting the record for the most PRCA world bull riding titles
with his eighth win in 1984. The man from Terrell, Texas,
co-founded the Mesquite Championship Rodeo in Mesquite,
Texas, and now provides color commentary on rodeo

events on several networks. Gay also was inducted into the
ProRodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado Springs, Colo., in 1979.

Lane Frost has been immortalized on the big screen for his
great accomplishments during his short lifetime. Frost, an
Oklahoma native, won his first world championship in bull
riding in 1987. Frost competed at RODEOHOUSTON in 1986
and 1987, and was inducted into the ProRodeo Hall of Fame
in 1990, one year after he died after completing a ride at
Cheyenne Frontier Days in Cheyenne, Wyo.

Chuck Parkison started his rodeo career as a bareback
rider, bull rider and occasional chute boss. However, the
Northern Hollywood, Calif., native found his calling as a
rodeo announcer in the late 1940s. His announcing career
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began in 1947 at the Los Angeles rodeo when the scheduled
announcer failed to show. Parkison announced the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo for 24 years and the National
Finals Rodeo six times.

RODEOHOUSTON
Entertainer Jerry
Reed Passed Away

Jerry Reed (1969, '72)
gained recognition as a
singer, songwriter, ace
guitarist and actor. On
Monday, Sept. 1, Reed
died of complications
from emphysema at 71.
Born in 1937 in Atlanta,
Reed’s mother taught him
to play guitar at age 8.
The singer dropped out
of high school to tour with Ernest Tubb and Faron Young,
signed his first Nashville contract at 17, and released 40
albums in his career.

The GRAMMY® award winning artist gained notoriety
with such songs as the crossover hit “Amos Moses,” “When
You're Hot, You're Hot,” and collaborations with Chet
Atkins such as “Sneakin” Around.” Known as “Snowman”
in the “Smokey and the Bandit” films, Reed recorded the
hit single “East Bound & Down,” which became an anthem
for truck drivers across the country. He re-emerged in the
film industry as the hateful coach in Adam Sandler’s “The
Waterboy” in 1998.

Faulk Named
Outstanding Texas
Woman in Business

Lifetime Vice President
Carolyn Faulk has been
recognized by Forbes
magazine as one of the
outstanding Texas Women in
Business. Faulk is chairman
of A&C Plastics, where she
has made a mark at all levels
of business in Texas and has
been recognized by many
national magazines as a real
leader in company achievements.

www.hilsr.com
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